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· In the ever-increasing world of accountability, sometimes we need to determine if we are allotting enough time to accomplish what we currently ask our teachers/administrators to do in regard to student achievement.
· Common Core Standards are benchmarked to international standards and require more rigor than our current academic standards.
· Arkansas currently ranks 49th, only above Virginia, when compared to other states regarding the percentage of young adults with a college degree.
· Public school curriculum has expanded significantly in the last few decades.  Standards now require course work beyond the core content such as physical activity, economic, music, art, career education, etc.  All of these requirements have reduced the instructional time devoted to English, math, science and history.
· Arkansas has not added additional days for students since the mid 80’s.
· Even though Arkansas ranks number six in the nation in overall educational opportunities according to the Quality Counts report, America does not rank very high with academic achievement when compared to other nations.
· Research seems to suggest that teachers do not have enough time to teach kids at the expected level of achievement under our current standards.
· Schools have limited flexibility to adjust schedules due to present laws and standards.
· The General Assembly has never passed any Act directly establishing specific time for students to be taught core academics.
· Our kids will be expected to compete with kids from other nations around the world and we want them to have a chance for success.
· Other nations, with whom we compete and to whom we are compared, require students to spend more time in school than Arkansas.  Several nations require more than 200 days each year and many more require over 190 days to be spent in school each year.  Arkansas requires students to spend 178 days in school each year with the national average being 180. 
· Remediation costs in 2007-2008 were $65.7 million and remediation rates for first time entering students in 2008 were 51.3%.
· Increased accountability requirements have reduced the number of instructional days as more tests and remediation activities are required during the instructional year.

AAEA proposes that a study be conducted on the length of the school year.  The study should be conducted by an external source and take into account the implementation of the common core curriculum.  The study should be completed by December 2011 and recommendations presented to the Adequacy Committee by February of 2012.

Contact:  Dr. Richard Abernathy, Executive Director
	   Arkansas Association of Educational Administrators
	   501.372.1691
	   r.abernathy@theaaea.org
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