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Academic Challenge Scholarship



It is our hope that the lottery funded scholarship known as the 
Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship will:
--increase student success
--reduce student loans
--prepare more students for high wage high demand  jobs
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ !ǊƪŀƴǎŀǎΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ

--increase the percentage of adults in Arkansas that hold
a college degree



ÅIncrease participation of direct-from-high-school 
studentsfrom 3,600 to over 10,000 annually

ÅProjected to serve over 29,000 students during 
the 2010-11 academic year

άb9²έAcademic Challenge



Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship

ÅStudent categories

ïTraditional 

ïCurrent Achiever

ïNontraditional



General Eligibility Requirements

ÅU.S. Citizen or Lawful Permanent Resident

ÅArkansas Resident

ÅAttend an eligible Arkansas Institution

ÅSatisfactory Academic Standing

ÅContinuing Eligibility Requirements



Academic Challenge Scholarship 

Å{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άb9²έ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
begin Fall 2010

ÅNO INCOME REQUIREMENT

ÅAligned with Smart Core 

ÅExpanded to include nontraditional students

ÅBasic eligibility criteria

ïTraditional Students
ÅAccepted for admission at an approved institution of higher education as 

a full-time student in a program of study that leads to a baccalaureate 
degree, associate degree, qualified certificateor a nursing school 
diploma

ÅApplicant must complete the YOUniversal Scholarship Application and 
the FAFSA



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Traditional

ïTraditional Student requirements (cont..)

Must meet one of the following criteria:
ïGraduate from an Arkansas public high school, successfully 

complete the Smart Corecurriculum and achieve a 2.5 high school 
GPAORobtain a 19 on the ACT

ï(before 2014 -- No Smart Core), Graduate from an Arkansas public 
high school, achieve a 2.5high school GPA ANDobtain a 19on the 
ACT ORscore proficienton all state-mandated end-of-course 
assessments

ïIf student graduates from an Arkansas public high school that is 
identified as a school in which 20% or more of the students received 
ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ά.έ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
on the end-of-course assessment, the student must achieve a 2.5
high school GPA ANDobtain a 19on the ACT OR score proficienton 
all state-mandated end-of-course assessments

Grade 
Inflation 
Clause

Delayed 
Until 2011



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Traditional

ïIf a student has a disability identified under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act and graduated from an Arkansas 
public high school but did not complete the Smart Core 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
the student must achieve a 2.5 high school GPA AND obtain a 
19 on the ACT OR score proficient on all state-mandated end-
of-course assessments

ïGraduate from a private, out-of-state high school or home 
school and achieve a 19 on the ACT



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Traditional

Continued Eligibility Criteria:
ï Maintain a 2.50 cumulative GPA
ï Complete 27 semester hours the first academic year and 

30 semester hours each year thereafter

ï Renewed annually until recipient first:
1. 9ŀǊƴǎ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ
2. Attempts a total of 130 semester hours in 8 semesters

¢ƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻΥ

--- take 12 hours during the first Fall semester after high school graduation and 
take 15 hours each semester thereafter
--- complete remediation within the first 30 hours of coursework 



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Current Achievers

ïCurrent Achievers

ÅAccepted for admission at an approved institution of 
higher education as a full-time student in a program of 
study that leads to a baccalaureate degree, associate 
degree, qualified certificate or a nursing school diploma

ÅApplicant must complete the YOUniversal Scholarship 
Application and the FAFSA



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Current Achievers

Current Achievers

ÅMust meet all of the following criteria
ïEntered college before the 2010-11 academic year as a full-time 

first-time freshman within 12 months after graduating high 
school

ïHas been continuously enrolled (fall and spring), completing at 
least 12 hours each semester, since high school graduation

ïHas completed at least 12 semester credit hours at an approved 
Arkansas institution 

ïAchieved a 2.5 postsecondary GPA



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Current Achiever

Continued Eligibility Criteria:
ï Maintain a 2.50 cumulative GPA
ï Complete 15 semester hours each consecutive semester 

(Fall & Spring)

ï Renewed annually until recipient first:
1. 9ŀǊƴǎ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ
2. Attempts a total of 130 semester hours in 8 semesters

¢ƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜǊέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻΥ

--take 15 hours each semester
-- complete remediation within the first 30 hours of coursework 



Funding CAP for 
Current Achievers

ÅCurrent Achiever student funding: 

ï$41.5 Millionfor 2010-2011

ïIf sufficient funds are not available, awards will be 
prioritized
ÅLevel of progress toward completion of their baccalaureate or associate 

degree, certificate program or nursing diploma

ÅHighest cumulative GPA

ÅStudents majoring in an area identified as a critical workforce need, and 
the STEM fields



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Nontraditional

Nontraditional Students

ÅAccepted for admission at an approved institution of 
higher education as a full-time or part-time student in a 
program of study that leads to a baccalaureate degree, 
associate degree, qualified certificate or a nursing school 
diploma

ÅApplicant must complete the YOUniversal Scholarship 
Application and the FAFSA



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Nontraditional

ïNontraditional Students

ÅMust meet oneof the following criteria
ïGraduate from an Arkansas public high school and achieved a 

2.5 high school GPA or obtained a 19 on the ACT; or

ïGraduated from a private high school, out-of-state high school, 
home school or obtained a GED and achieved a 19 on the ACT; 
or

ïHas completed at least 12 semester credit hours and achieved a 
2.5 postsecondary GPA.



Academic Challenge Scholarship 
Nontraditional

Continued Eligibility Criteria:
ï Maintain a 2.50 cumulative GPA
ï Complete 15 semester hours each semester (Fall and 

Spring) if a full-time student and at least 6 semester 
hours each semester if a part-time student

ï Renewed annually until recipient first:
1. 9ŀǊƴǎ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ
2. Attempts a total of 130 semester hours in 8 semesters

¢ƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ άbƻƴǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻΥ

--- take at least 6 hours each semester for part-time 
--- take at least 15 hours each semester for full-time
--- complete remediation within the first 30 hours of coursework 



Funding CAP for 
Nontraditional Students

ÅNontraditional student funding: 

ï$12 Million for 2010-2011

ïIf sufficient funds are not available, awards will be 
prioritized
ÅLevel of progress toward completion of their baccalaureate or associate 

degree, certificate program or nursing diploma

ÅHighest cumulative GPA 

ÅACT or ACT equivalent score

ÅStudents majoring in an area identified as a critical workforce need, and 
the STEM fields



AWARD AMOUNTS

ï $5,000 per year for full-time students at a 4-year 
institution

ï Scholarship at a 2-year college will be one-half 
(50%) of the scholarship award amounts for 4-
year institution

ï Award amounts will be prorated for part-time 
students (only applies to nontraditional category)

Å ½ award amount ς6-8 hours

Å ¾ award amount ς9-14 hours



Academic Challenge Scholarship

Application Deadline Dates:
ïTraditional Students
ÅJune 1of senior year in high school

ÅCan start applying in September of Senior year

ïCurrent Achiever Students
ÅJune 1for the Fall term

ÅNovember 1 for the Spring term

ïNontraditional Students
ÅJune 1for the Fall term

ÅNovember 1 for the Spring term



Application/Award Statistics

ÅNumber of Applicants:

ïTraditional (High School Seniors) ς16,797

ïCurrent Achiever/Nontraditional ς37,065

ÅNumber Awarded (so far):

ïTraditional (High School Seniors) ς10,723

ïCurrent Achiever/Nontraditional ςWill start 
awarding in July



Administrative Processing

1. Electronic (TRIAND) transcripts 

ï Transcript retrieval

ï Smart Core criteria (SEE HANDOUT)

ï GPA

ï ACT & other test scores

2. Notifications to students (emails)

1. Award Notices

2. Incomplete Notices

3. Ineligible Notices



New Universal Application for ADHE 
Scholarships and Grants

www.adhe.edu

üLaunched on January 1, 2010

üSearch and apply for all ADHE administered scholarships 

and grants at one time

üReceive e-mail status notifications

üAvailable all year, but deadlines built into processing

üManage your account 24/7 to include:
VUpdating personal information and college

VReviewing transcript and test score information



Universal Application Homepage



Scholarship Reporting System for 
Counselors

Reporting abilities:
ïList of Seniors that have submitted scholarship 

application

ïStatus of Application

ïProvide the ACT/GPA/Smart core indication that is 
being used to evaluate student

ÅWhat other reporting items would be 
helpful???



QUESTIONS???



Contact Information:

tara.smith@adhe.edu
(501) 371-2055

mailto:tara.smith@adhe.edu


Financial Aid in Arkansas

Financial Aid Programs Administered by 
the Arkansas Department of Higher 

Education



ADHE Programs

ÅAcademic Challenge Scholarship (Lottery)
ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ÅHigher Education Opportunity Grant  (GO Opportunities) 
ÅState Teacher Education Program (STEP)
ÅTeacher Opportunity Program (TOP) 
ÅaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 
Å[ŀǿ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ 5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ
ÅArkansas Health Education Grant (ARHEG)
ÅWorkforce Improvement Grant



General Eligibility Requirements

ÅU.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident Alien

ÅArkansas Resident

ÅEligible Arkansas Institution

ÅSatisfactory Academic Standing

ÅContinuing Eligibility Requirements



Å{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ !ǊƪŀƴǎŀǎΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ϧ 
brightest high school students to remain in Arkansas for their 
college education

ÅCategorized into two (2) designations:
ïDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ όǳǇ ǘƻ ϷмлΣллл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊύ

Å32 ACT or 1410 SAT; and

Å3.5 academic GPA; or

ÅNational Merit or National Achievement Finalist

ïDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ όǳǇ ǘƻ ϷпΣллл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊύ
Å27 ACT; or 

Å3.5 academic GPA

ÅStudents ranked based on ACT, GPA, Rank In Class & Leadership

ÅAwarded to one (1) student per Arkansas county



DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ

ÅFull-time - 15 semester hours

ï12 semester hours 1st semester freshman year 
only

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ - maintain a 
3.25 GPA

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ςmaintain 3.0 GPA

ÅRecipients must complete 27 hours the first year and 
30 hours each year thereafter

ÅtǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ

ÅDeadline - February 1, 2010



Higher Education Opportunities Grant

ÅYƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDƻΗ DǊŀƴǘέ

ÅNeed-based grant program that provides 
assistance to disadvantaged students

ïFull-time = $1,000 per year

ïPart-Time = $500 per year

ÅRenewable for up to $4,000



Higher Education Opportunities Grant
(GO! Grant)

Basic Eligibility Requirements:

ïAccepted for admission in a qualified certificate program, 
associate degree program or a baccalaureate program at an 
approved institution

ïDemonstrate financial need (complete FAFSA)
Å$25,000 max family AGI for family with one (1) in the household

ïAdditional $5,000 per additional number in household up to ten (10) 
additional household members

ïRecipients must maintain 2.0 GPA & continue to meet the need 
criteria

ïAvailable to any student that meets the basic eligibility 
requirements regardless of age and high school grad date 
(traditional & non-traditional students)



State Teacher Education Program (STEP)

ÅBasic Eligibility Criteria
ïHold a valid Arkansas teaching license
ïTeach full-time in a public school district in Arkansas in a 

designated shortage area
ïGraduate from a teacher education program after April 

2004
ïHave an outstanding federal student loan balance

ÅLoan Repayment Amounts:
ï$3,000 per year for a maximum of three (3) years for 

teaching in a subject and/or geographic shortage area
ÅAdditional $1,000 per year minority teacher



Teacher Opportunity Program (TOP)

ÅBasic eligibility criteria
ïBe employed as a classroom teacher by a school 

district in the state for no less than three (3) years
ïReturns to an approved institution of higher education 

to pursue additional education related to job
ÅPriority will be given to those applicants that are pursuing an 

additional licensure in a subject area declared to be a 
shortage area

ÅAward Amount: Reimbursement
ïCost associated with six (6) semester credit hours or 

the equivalent



Critical Academic Shortage Areas

ïMath (Secondary)

ïMiddle Childhood

ïSpecial Education

ïScience (Secondary)

ÅLife/Earth Science 
(7-12)

ÅPhysical/Earth 
Science (7-12)

ïForeign Language

ÅSpanish

ÅFrench

ÅMandarin Chinese

ïLibrary Media

ïSchool Counselor

ïGifted & Talented



Military Dependents Scholarship

ÅDependent or spouse of MIA, KIA or POW or 
100% permanent and total disability

ÅArkansas resident

ÅState supported college, university or technical 
institute

ÅMust apply for Chapter 35 benefits from the 
VA

ÅWaiver of tuition, fees, room and board in 
excess of VA benefits



Law Enforcement Officers Dependents 
Scholarship

ÅDependent/spouse of Arkansas law 
enforcement officer
ÅKilled or totally disabled in the line-of-duty
ÅState supported college, university or 

technical institute
ÅWaiver of tuition, fees and room
ÅUnder 23 years old (except spouse)



Eligible Law Enforcement Officers

ÅState Highway Police
ÅMunicipal Police
ÅSheriff or Deputy Sheriff
ÅConstable
ÅGame Warden
ÅMunicipal Firefighter
ÅSome Highway Department Employees



Eligible Law Enforcement Officers

ÅState park employees

ÅState forestry employees when fighting fires 

ÅState correction employees

ÅEmergency Medical Technicians

ÅDepartment of Community Punishment 
Employees

ÅTeachers



Arkansas Health Education Grant (ARHEG)
ÅProvides assistance for Arkansas residents 

attending certain out-of-state health and 
medical professional schools
ïSchool of Dentistry

ïSchool of Optometry 

ïSchool of Veterinary Medicine

ïSchool of Podiatric Medicine

ïSchool of Chiropractic Medicine

ïSchool of Osteopathic Medicine

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_tRV3tKYiUAMdeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jul7gek1/EXP=1249683665/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=optometry&ei=UTF-8&type=W3i_YT%2C125%2C7_22165%2CSearch%2C20090416%2C0%2C0%2C6%2C0&fr=slv8-w3i&fr2=tab-web&w=172&h=300&imgurl=www.iub.edu/~udivhpp/ohp/images/opt_home.jpg&rurl=http://www.iub.edu/~udivhpp/ohp/opt.shtml&size=10k&name=opt+home+jpg&p=optometry&oid=fb8f27a42ea35330&fr2=tab-web&no=1&tt=141119&sigr=119nc4dbj&sigi=11chj0k1c&sigb=14phhb6g0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_yvV3tKynkAGbyjzbkF/SIG=12e1u20hv/EXP=1249683759/**http:/www.dreamstime.com/dentist-at-work-thumb4896527.jpg


Workforce Improvement Program

ÅStudents 24 and older that have unmet 
financial need

ÅAllocated to campuses based upon percentage 
of students 24 and older

ÅUp to $2,000 per year



Financial Aid in a Nutshell

Money from a source other than the 
family to assist with the cost of attending 
college



Types of Aid

Gift Aid

ïGrants

ïScholarships

Non-gift Aid

ïLoans

ïEmployment



Sources of Aid

ÅFederal government

ÅStates

ÅColleges

ÅPrivate sources



Financial Need

Cost of Attendance (COA)

ςExpected Family Contribution (EFC)

Financial Need



Cost of Attendance

ÅDirect costs 

ÅIndirect costs

ÅCOA varies widely from college to 
college



Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

ÅAmount family can reasonably be expected to 
contribute

ÅStays the same regardless of college

ÅTwo components

ïParent contribution

ïStudent contribution

ÅCalculated using FAFSA data and a formula 
specified in law



FAFSA4caster



Why do we need the FAFSA4caster?

ÅHelp students determine how they are going 
to pay for college

ÅEligibility for aid influences decisions about 
college

ÅFinancial aid planning process before college 
applications are due



Benefits of the FAFSA4caster

ÅProvides an estimated Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC)

ÅCalculate eligibility for federal aid, including 
grants 

ÅReduce time to complete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid(FAFSA)





PIN Registration

ÅWeb site: www.pin.ed.gov

ÅCan request PIN before 
January 1, 2010

ÅNot required, but speeds 
processing

ÅMay be used by students and 
parents throughout aid 
process, including 
subsequent school years



Special Circumstances

ÅDependent students having difficulty 
obtaining parental information

ïMay submit incomplete FAFSA

ïFAFSA provides examples of acceptable and 
unacceptable special circumstances

ïStudents should contact financial aid office at their 
college

ïStudents must document their special 
circumstance



Private Sources

ÅFoundations

ÅCommunity organizations and civic groups

ÅReligious or ethnicity-based organizations

ÅhǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ

ÅLocal businesses and employers



Sources of Information

Å ¦{59 /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ

www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov

Å ADHE Website

www.adhe.edu

Å Arkansas Student Loan Authority

www.fundmyfuture.info

Å Student Aid on the Web

www.studentaid.ed.gov

Å Federal Student Aid Gateway

www.federalstudentaid.gov

Å Free Application for Federal Student Aid

www.fafsa.ed.gov

http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/
http://www.adhe.edu/
http://www.fundmyfuture.info/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.federalstudentaid.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Sources of Information

ÅFAFSA PIN Application

www.pin.ed.gov

ÅFAFSA Forecaster

www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov

http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov/


Future of Arkansas Higher Education 
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State Per Capita Personal Income v. Share of Adult
Population with Bachelor's Degree or Higher (2008)
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No state with a low 
ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
degrees has ahighper 

capita income.

No state with a high 
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U.S. Census Bureau
Data Set: Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3)
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Where Arkansas Bachelors Degree 
(and higher) Holders live

(2000)

U.S. Census Bureau
Data Set: Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3)
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Scott
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0.5%
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Pope
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Drew
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Clay
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Benton
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Logan
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Miller
1.1%

Saline
3.2%
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0.4%

Grant
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23.0%

Arkansas
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Newton
0.2%

Lonoke
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Cross
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Dallas
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Stone
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Prairie
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Sharp
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Phillips
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Fulton
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Madison
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Carroll
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Jefferson
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Searcy
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Poinsett
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Boone
1.0%

Baxter
1.3%

Garland
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Sevier
0.3%

Mississippi
1.2%

Bradley
0.3%

Washington
8.0%

Monroe
0.2%

Johnson
0.7%

Ouachita
0.8%

Lincoln
0.3%

Columbia
0.9%

Nevada
0.2%

Greene
0.9%

Jackson
0.4%Franklin

0.4%

Faulkner
4.4%

Howard
0.4%

Calhoun
0.1%

Conway
0.5%

Van Buren
0.5%

Craighead
3.7%

Randolph
0.4%

Crawford
1.1%

Woodruff
0.2%

Cleburne
0.8%

Montgomery
0.2%

Lawrence
0.3%

Crittenden
1.3%

St. Francis
0.6%

Cleveland
0.2%

Hot Spring
0.8%

Sebastian
4.3%

Little River
0.3%

Hempstead
0.6%

Lafayette
0.2%

Independence
1.1%

Arkansas ranked 51st (16.7%) 
Nation-wide in 2000 for 
Bachelors & Higher

60% of all college AR 
graduates reside in 9 
counties

Pulaski 
23.%



ÅStrengthening the 
ArkansasEducation 
Pipeline



46
41

29

16
12

4

100

74

9th Grade

Enrollment

High School
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After 1 Year

Graduated

Within 6
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With
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Bachelor
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Percent 96-97 Arkansas 9thDǊŀŘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
into High School and College (percent)

100%

71%

28%

Fall 2000 College Freshmen



96-97 Arkansas 9thDǊŀŘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
High School and College (number)

17,116
15,172

10,701

5,817

37,160

1,493
4,324

27,335
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After 1 Year

Graduated

Within 6

Years

With

Associate

Degree

With

Bachelor

Degree

Fall 2000 College Freshmen

100%

71%
28%
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50 - 74

Reading Remediation Rates by County
Fall 2007 

% Needing Remediation

First-time entering (full- and part-time) students seeking an 
associate or baccalaureate degree. 
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50 - 69

English Remediation Rates by County
Fall 2007 

% Needing Remediation

First-time entering (full- and part-time) students seeking an 
associate or baccalaureate degree. 
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% Needing Remediation

Math Remediation Rates by County
Fall 2007 

First-time entering (full- and part-time) students seeking an 
associate or baccalaureate degree. 
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75 - 93

% Needing Remediation

Unduplicated Remediation Rates by County
Fall 2007 

First-time entering (full- and part-time) students seeking an 
associate or baccalaureate degree. 



Arkansas Public Universities Six-Year Graduation 

Rates (2001 Cohort)

25.2%

22.3%

28.8%

19.2%

29.5%

58.9%

45.9%

0.0% 70.0%

Reading*

English *

Math *

Math, Reading and English

Any Remediation 

Not Remediated 

Fall Cohort

A student who has to 
take remediation 
graduates at less 
than half the rate of 
students who come 
to college with the 
requisite skills.
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By the end of this decade, more than 60% of 
jobs will require college education1

26%
¢ƻŘŀȅΣ нс҈ ƻŦ !ǊƪŀƴǎŀǎΩǎ 
young adults aged 25-34 
have a college degree.2

1 Carnevale, T., Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, 2009. High-growth fields based on national projections of total new and 
replacement jobs. http://cew.georgetown.edu/research/jobs/79012.html
2ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎtems (NCHEMS), 2008 (from 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample File.) http://www.higheredinfo.org

Is 26% enough?

71

http://cew.georgetown.edu/research/jobs/79012.html
http://www.higheredinfo.org/


Current percentage of young adults 
(25-34) with a college degree3

3ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎtems (NCHEMS), 2008 (from 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample File.) http://www.higheredinfo.org
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Current percentage of young adults 
(25-34) with a college degree3

3ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎtems (NCHEMS), 2008 (from 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample File.) http://www.higheredinfo.org
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1. Strengthening the Arkansas Education 
Pipeline

2. Improving Preparation 

3. Decreasing Remediation 

4. Accessing Financial Aid

5. Increasing Retention and Graduation

6. Enhancing Funding and Governance 

7. Addressing Data Needs

8. Supporting Economic Development 

9. Issues for Further Study 
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Arkansas Higher Education is Changing

123,139 
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Annual Unduplicated Enrollment, Public Institutions Only

41 percent increase in enrollment
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Credentials Awarded are Increasing

15,531 15,498 
15,857 

16,674 
16,942 

18,132 

19,840 
20,162 

21,608 

22,475 

23,543 

25,019 

27,833 

15,000 

17,000 

19,000 

21,000 

23,000 
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C
re

d
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n
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Academic Year

Credentials Awarded, Public Institutions Only

79 % Increase in Credentials

234 % Certificate of Proficiency

31 % BA/BS Degrees

192 % Technical Certificates

120 % Associates Degrees

49 % Masters Degrees

93 % Doctoral Degrees
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ÅBright and Sunny 
ÅWith a chance for late 

afternoon showers 
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