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Rigor/Relevance  
For  
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1. Awareness 

2. Comprehension  

3. Application  

4. Analysis  

5. Synthesis  

6. Evaluation  

 Knowledge 
Taxonomy 
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Application Model 
1.  Knowledge in one discipline  

2.  Application within one discipline  

3.  Application across disciplines  

4.  Application to real -world 
predictable situations  

5.  Application to real -world 
unpredictable situations  
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Awareness       1 

    Comprehension     2 

Application         3 

1 

Knowledge 

in one 

discipline 

2 

Apply 

knowledge 

in one 

discipline 

A 

Acquisition 

Students gather and store bits of knowledge/information and are 

expected to remember or understand this acquired knowledge. 

Low-level Knowledge 
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Awareness       1 

    Comprehension     2 

Application       3 

B 

Application 

3 

Apply 

knowledge 

across 

disciplines 

4 

Apply to 

real-world 

predictable 

situation 

5 

Apply to    

real-world 

unpredictable 

situation 

Students use acquired knowledge to solve problems,                         

design solutions, and complete work.  

Low-level Application 
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Application       3 

Analysis           4 

Synthesis          5 

Evaluation        6 

1 

Knowledge 

in one 

discipline 

2 

Apply 

knowledge 

in one 

discipline 

C 

Assimilation 

Students extend and refine their knowledge so that they can use it 

automatically and routinely to analyze and solve problems and create 

solutions. 

High-level Knowledge 
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3 

Apply 

knowledge 

across 

disciplines 

4 

Apply to 

real-world 

predictable 

situation 

5 

Apply to    

real-world 

unpredictable 

situation 

Application        3 

Analysis           4 

Synthesis         5 

Evaluation          6 

D 

Adaptation 

Students think in complex ways and apply acquired knowledge and 

skills, even when confronted with perplexing unknowns, to find 

creative solutions and take action that further develops their skills and 

knowledge. 

High-level Application 
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A: Acquisition 

 Count, define, describe, 

draw, find, identify, label, list, 

match, name, quote, recall, 

recite, sequence, tell, write, 

conclude, discuss, explain, 

generalize, illustrate, tell, 

review 

C: Assimilation 

Analyze, appraise,  

characterize, classify, 

compare, contrast, choose, 

construct, deduce, 

diagram,  distinguish, 

examine, organize, outline, 

relate, research, rewrite, 

separate 

D: Adaptation 

Assess, argue, debate,  

design, develop, 

differentiate, discriminate, 

integrate, invent, judge, 

justify, make, perform, plan, 

predict, prioritize,  produce, 

propose, prove, rank, rate,  

select  

B: Application 

Conclude, demonstrate, discuss, 

explain, generalize, interpret, 

paraphrase, predict, report, 

restate, summarize, tell, apply,  

change, compute, dramatize, 

interview, prepare, produce, role-

play, select, show, transfer, use 
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