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ELA CCSS Design and Organization 

Four strands: 

– Reading (including Reading 
Foundational Skills) 

– Writing 

– Speaking and Listening 

– Language 
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PARCC Draft ELA 
Content Frameworks 



 Draft Model Content Frameworks for 
English Language Arts/Literacy 

• Purpose: 

– Big ideas in the Common Core State 
Standards for each grade level,  

– Focus for the various PARCC assessment 
components,  

– Supporting the development of the 
assessment blueprints. 



Structure of the Model Content Frameworks 
for English Language Arts/Literacy 

• Summary of Standards 

• Module Chart 

• Glossary 

• Writing Standards Progression Chart 

 



Summary of Standards 
 

• Key insights at each grade level 

• Specific Reading demands 

• Focus on language and structure 

• Writing emphasis 

• Role of speaking and listening 



Summary Example Grade 3 

•  Determining the central message or main idea of a text (RL/RI.3.2). 

•  Describing the actions of characters or how ideas relate to one another 
(RL/RI.3.3).  

•  Distinguishing between literal and non literal language (RL/RI.3.4).  

•  Identifying the structural elements of texts (like chapters, scenes, and 
stanzas) and using text features to locate information (RL/RI.3.5). 

•  Distinguishing between their own points of view and that of the author, 
narrator, or main character(RL/RI.3.6). 

•  Explaining how illustrations contribute to what is conveyed in words 
(RL/RI.3.7).  

•  Describing the logical connection between sentences and paragraphs in a 
text (RL/RI.3.8).  

•  Comparing and contrasting two or more works with the same topic, author, 
or character (RL/RI.3.9). 



 



Glossary 

• Close Reading 

• Writing about Texts 

• Research Project 

• Narrative Writing 

• Reading and Writing  

• Reading Foundation Skills  





Reading Framework for NAEP 2009 

 Grade     Literary         Informational 

   4      50%        50% 

   8        45%          55% 

   12         30%           70% 



Close Reading 

• Engaging with a text of sufficient complexity  

• Examining its meaning thoroughly and methodically 

• Focus student reading on the particular words, phrases, 
sentences, and paragraphs of the author 

 

• Research links the close reading of complex text—
regardless if the student is a struggling reader or 
advanced—to significant gains in reading proficiency 
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Overview of Text Complexity 

 

Reading Standards include over exemplar texts (stories 

and literature, poetry, and informational texts) that illustrate 

appropriate level of complexity by grade  

Text complexity is defined by: 

1. Qualitative measures – levels of meaning, 

structure, language conventionality and 

clarity, and knowledge demands 

2. Quantitative measures – readability and 

other scores of text complexity 

Reader and Task 

3. Reader and Task – background knowledge 

of reader, motivation, interests, and 

complexity generated by tasks assigned 



Implications for Assessment 

The Model Content Frameworks reflect the 
following critical insights from the Reading 
Standards that will be reflected by the 
proposed PARCC Assessment System: 

– Use of grade band-level complex text 

– Use of informational text in elementary school and 
literary nonfiction in secondary ELA classes 

– Building expertise and experience regarding a topic or 
concept  





Analytical Writing about Texts 

• Studies show that learning to present important 
information in an organized piece of writing helps 
students generate deep understanding of a text 

• Implications for assessment: 
– Writing routinely in response to complex text 

– An emphasis on analytic writing that increases through the 
grades 

– Writing under a range of conditions and within set parameters 

– Use of technology to produce, edit, and distribute writing 

– Writing expectations 



NAEP 2011 Writing Framework 

Grade To Persuade To Explain To Convey 
Experience 

4 30% 35% 35% 

8 35% 35% 30% 

12 40% 40% 20% 







Research 

• Focus in grade 6-12 

• Deep connection to knowledge and skills 

• Formal and informal context appropriate 
to the length of the research project 

• Priority area in the PARCC assessment 





Narrative Writing 

• In addition to analytic and explanatory 
writing 

• Close attention to detail support other 
types of writing: 

– Organization 

– Word choice 

– Shaping the narrative real or imagined 
reinforces what they are learning elsewhere 





Reading and Writing 

• Critical skills to develop (Assessment 
focus) 

– Cite Evidence and Analyze Content 

• Regularly citing the text to support claims 

• Analyzing texts through close reading 

– Understand and Apply Grammar 

• Building, expanding, and reinforcing knowledge 
of grammar 

• Applying understanding when reading complex 
academic texts 



Reading and Writing 

• Critical skills to develop (Assessment focus) 

– Understand and Apply Vocabulary 
• Academic vocabulary 

• Building a rich vocabulary 

• Focusing on context 

– Speak and Listen Effectively 
• Speaking and listening with established norms 

• Use of evidence to support claims 

• Use of standard English conventions when the 
context requires it 



STANDARDS FOR 

MATHEMATICS 
 

JUNE 2010 

 

 
27 



K-8 Domain Progressions in CCSS 
Domains K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Counting and Cardinality 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

Number and Operations in Base Ten 

Number and Operations - Fractions 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships 

The Number System 

Expressions and Equations 

Functions 

Measurement and Data 

Geometry 

Statistics and Probability 



PARCC Draft 
Mathematics Content  

Frameworks K-8 



Mathematics Framework 

• Fluency expectations and examples of culminating 
standards 

• Examples of major within-grade dependencies 

• Examples of opportunities for connections among 
standards, clusters, or domains 

• Examples of opportunities for in-depth focus 

• Examples of opportunities for connecting mathematical 
content and mathematical practices 

• Instructional emphases by cluster 



Principles Regarding the Common Core 
State Standards for Mathematics 

     Focus 

      Coherence 



Viewing the Standards through Four 
Lenses 



Content Lens and Practice Lens 
Connected 

 “Designers of curricula, assessments, and 
professional development should all 
attend to the need to connect the 
mathematical practices to mathematical 
content in mathematics instruction.” (pg 
8) 



Priority Lens 

    Crucial material so that 
students   can have more time 
to discuss,  reflect upon, 
and practice it 



Grade Three 



Examples of Key Advances from Grade 
3 to Grade 4 

• In grade 3, students studied multiplication in terms of 
equal groups, arrays, and area. In grade 4, students 
extend their concept of multiplication to make 
multiplicative comparisons (4.OA.1).6 

 

• Students in grade 4 apply and extend their 
understanding of the meanings and properties of 
addition and subtraction to extend addition and 
subtraction to fractions (4.NF.3).7 



Fluency Expectations and Examples of 
Culminating Standards 

   4.NBT.4 Students fluently add and 
subtract multi digit whole numbers 
using the standard algorithm. 



Examples of Major Within-Grade 
Dependencies 

• Students’ work with decimals (4.NF.5–7) depends to 
some extent on concepts of fraction equivalence and 
elements of fraction arithmetic. 

 

• Standard 4.MD.2 refers to using the four operations to 
solve word problems involving continuous 
measurement quantities such as liquid volume, mass, 
time, and so on 

 

• Standard 4.MD.7 refers to word problems involving 
unknown angle measures. 



Examples of Opportunities for 
Connections Among Standards, Clusters, 

or Domains 
• The work that students do with units of measure 

(4.MD.1–2) and with multiplication of a fraction by a 
whole number (4.NF.4) can be connected to the idea of 
“times as much” in multiplication (4.OA.1). 

 

• Addition of fractions (4.NF.3) and multiplication of a 
fraction by a whole number (4.NF.4) can be connected 
by the distributive property. Abstractly,3 × 1/5 = (1 + 1 
+ 1) × 1/5 = 1 × 1/5 + 1 × 1/5 + 1 × 1/5 = 1/5 + 1/5 + 1/5. 



Examples of Opportunities for In-
Depth Focus 

• 4.NBT.5 students work toward meeting this 
standard, they combine prior understanding of 
multiplication with deepening understanding 
of the base-ten system of units to express the 
product of two multi digit numbers as another 
multi digit number. This work will continue in 
grade 5 and culminate in fluency with the 
standard algorithms in grade 6. 



Examples of Opportunities for Connecting 
Mathematical Content and Mathematical 

Practices 
• When students decompose numbers into sums 

of multiples of base-ten units to multiply them 
(4.NBT.5), they are seeing and making use of 
structure (MP.7). 

 

• To compute and interpret remainders in word 
problems (4.OA.3), students must reason 
abstractly and quantitatively (MP.2). 



Grade 3 



Grade 4 



Grade 5 



Grade 6 



Grade 7 



Grade 8 



HS Pathways 
1.) Traditional (US) – 2 Algebra, Geometry 

and Data, probability and statistics included 
in each course 

2.) International (integrated) three courses 
including number , algebra, geometry, 
probability and statistics each year 

3.) Compacted version of traditional – grade 
7/8 and algebra completed by end of 8th 
grade 

4.) Compacted integrated model, allowing 
students to reach Calculus or other college 
level courses 



 
    
   PARCC Draft 
Mathematics Content  
Frameworks High 
School 



High School Organization 

• General Analysis 

• Emphasis of cluster areas 

• (+) standards are not included in the 
summative assessment 

 

Prioritization does not imply neglect of 
material. 













High School Organization 

• Course-specific analysis 

• Key Advances from Previous Grades or 
Courses 

• Fluency Recommendations 

• Mathematical Practices in Relation to Course 
Content 

• Major Within-Course Dependencies 

• Opportunities for In-Depth Focus 



Algebra I  

   Fluency 
– A/GA- Solving characteristic problems involving the analytic 

geometry of lines, such as writing down the equation of a line 
given a point and a slope. 

 

– A/APR.1.  Adding, subtracting, and multiplying polynomials  

 

– A-SSE.1b Transforming expressions and chunking (seeing 
parts of an expression as a single object) is essential in 
factoring, completing the square, and other mindful algebraic 
calculations. 



Mathematics/Standards for Mathematical 
Practice 

 
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others 
4. Model with mathematics 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically 
6. Attend to precision 
7. Look for and make use of structure 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning 



Algebra I 

• Mathematical Practice Emphasis 
• Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

(MP.1). 

• Model with mathematics (MP.4). 

• Mathematical Practice that contribute to 
understanding 
• Reason abstractly and quantitatively (MP.2) 

• Attend to precision (MP.6) 

• Look for and make use of structure (MP.7) 

• Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 
(MP.8). 

• •Use appropriate tools strategically (MP.5) 



Geometry 

• Fluency 
– G-SRT.5 Fluency with the triangle congruence and 

similarity criteria will help students throughout 
their investigations of triangles, quadrilaterals, 
circles, parallelism, and trigonometric ratios.  

– G-GPE.4.5.7. Fluency with the use of coordinates to 
establish geometric results, calculate length and 
angle, and use geometric representations as a 
modeling tool 

– G-CO.12. Fluency with the use of construction tools, 
physical and computational 



Geometry 

• Mathematical Practices 

– MP3 – construct viable arguments 

– MP6 - precision 

– MP7 – make use of structure 

– MP2 – reason abstractly and quantitatively 

– MP5 – appropriate tools 



Algebra II 
• Fluency 

– A-APR.6 This standard sets an expectation that students will 
divide polynomials with remainder by inspection in simple 
cases. For example, one can view the rational𝑥+4 expression 𝑥
+3 as𝑥+4=(𝑥+3)+1=1+ 1 . 𝑥+3𝑥+3𝑥+3 

– A-SSE.2 The ability to see structure in expressions and to use 
this structure to rewrite expressions is a key skill in everything 
from advanced factoring (e.g., grouping) to summing series to 
the rewriting of rational expressions in order to examine the 
end behavior of the corresponding rational function.. 

– F-IF.3 Fluency in translating between recursive definitions and 
closed forms is helpful when dealing with many problems 
involving sequences and series, with applications ranging 
from fitting functions to tables, to problems in finance. 



Algebra II 

• Mathematical Practices 

– MP3 – construct viable arguments 

– MP6 - precision 

– MP7 – make use of structure 

– MP8 – regularity in repeated reasoning 



Resources 

• PARCC Resources:   
http://parcconline.org. 

• Progressions & Common Core Tools            

  http://commoncoretools.wordpress.com/ 

• Illustrative Mathematics: 

 http://illustrativemathematics.org 



Your State Standards  CCSS 

 



Prepare for this important transition 

By Sue Gendron 
Policy Coordinator, 
SMARTER Balance 

Assessment Consortium  

This informative and practical 
new resource kit provides 
insight into:  
•How the new in-depth 
performance events differ from 
current assessments 
•How the Rigor / Relevance 
Framework® can help facilitate 
college and career readiness 
•What fewer, clearer, higher 
standards mean for states and 
schools  
 
•What must be done now to 
prepare for implementation in 
2014 
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